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inherently evil or harmful in tree-worship, I find in it a
thing instinct with a deep pathos and poetic beauty. It
symbolizes true reverence for the entire vegetable king-
dom, which with its endless panorama of beautiful
shapes and forms, declares to us as it were with a million
tongues the greatness and glory of God. Without vege-
tation our planet would not be able to support life even
for a moment. In such a country7 especially, therefore,
in which there is a scarcity of trees, tree-worship assumes
a profound economic significance.
Toting India, 26-9-529

CHAPTER   LXIII

PROSELYTIZATION

My Hindu instinct tells me that all religions are more
or less true. All proceed from the same God but all are
imperfect because they have come down to us through
imperfect human instrumentality. The real Shuddhi
movement should consist in each one trying to arrive at
perfection in his or her own faith. In such a plan cha-
racter would be the only test. What is the use of crossing
from one compartment to another, if it does not mean
a moral rise ? What is the meaning of my trying to
convert to the service of God (for that must be the impli-
cation of Shuddhi or Tabligh) when those who are in my
fold are every day denying God by their actions ?
"Physician, heal thyself" is more true in matters religious
than mundane.
Young India, 29-5-524

I am against the modern method of proselytizing.
Years' experience of proselytizing both in South Africa